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ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT
LAWSON INVITATIONAL CLASSIC
MONDAY, JULY 20, 2009
RED ROCKS COUNTRY CLUB

and

ANNUAL ADOPTIVE FAMILY PICNIC
SATURDAY, AUGUST 22, 2009
11:00—2:00
JEFFERSON COUNTY FAIR GROUNDS
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SINCE 1981

gﬁ”f”AdoptionOptions,

Open arms. Open minds.

www.adoption-options.com

13900 E. Harvard Ave., Suite 200
Aurora, CO 80014

Return Service Requested
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Adoption Options
Board of Directors
Welcomes New President

The Board of Directorsis pleased
to announce that RA Plummer,
adoptive dad and long time
Board member, has been elected
President.

Everyone at Adoption Options
extendstheir heartfelt thanksto
Pat Jenni, immediate past
President, for her many years of
service and commitment to the
agency.
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PERSPECTIVES OF.....

AVOLUNTEER
by Toni Howell-Loux

Contemporary life can be so hectic. With so many things
vying for our attention and presence, how does one find time to vol-
unteer? And why should that be a priority? I'd like to tell you and,
asbusy asweall are, | ask that you keep an open mind while read-
ing this as to how you can make a difference at Adoption Options.
Because making a difference at Adoption Options ultimately will
make a differencein the life of achild and help create a family.

Before | became involved with this agency, | had some very preconceived notions of
adoption. Which | think isthe case for many us. These notions were based on an out-dated un-
derstanding of adoption — the adoption process of thirty or forty (or more) years ago. | cameto
this agency through friends who were trying so desperately to become parents. The heartache of
not being able to carry a pregnancy full term was then compounded by rejection from many other
agencies because this lovely couple did not meet the narrow criteria of those agencies. Asthey
finally found Adoption Options — open arms, open minds— | found an organization that truly re-
flected my values and beliefs. Their first adopted child is now 21 and | have great satisfaction in
knowing that in asmall way | have helped as the agency placed 1000 adoptions.

This has been a perfect outlet for me to give something back to our community for
many years. My devotion to this agency has been repaid a hundred fold through both the self-
edification of learning more about the process of adoption in contemporary society and the great
satisfaction of helping bring families together through adoption.

| have witnessed over the years not just the change in social mores but also changesin
the adoption laws. My preconceived notions have been replaced with the reality that adoption is
abeautiful way for families to come together; it is aloving and thoughtful option for families
facing acrisis pregnancy; that it is a process that can be respectful of al involved with the child
always at the epicenter. Now as | go into the community | am awell-informed advocate of adop-
tion in general and Adoption Optionsin particular

One of the most interesting things for me was to learn that only one in four birthparents
counseled by the agency will make a plan of adoption. This carries with it a considerable expense
for the agency. Asavolunteer | can directly impact the bottom line of Adoption Options by
lending my time to help put together various fundraising events. The money raised goes directly
back into the agency to support vital birthparent counseling services. Again, the child’s welfare
is paramount.

My contribution to Adoption Optionsis small but the rewards | reap are enormous. |
have the great satisfaction of knowing that, while behind the scenes, | have helped bring children
to families that love and nurture them; families committed to giving a child a home and building
that child's capacity. I’ve made a commitment to something bigger than myself and in the proc-
ess grown and enhanced my life beyond measure.

| am extending to you an invitation to become involved with this exceptional agency.
The near future brings us two exciting fundraising events. On April 4" Adoption Options will be
hosting a fashion show and sale of children’s clothing (look inside for more information). The
annual charity golf tournament will by July 20" at Red Rocks Country Club. You are so valu-
ableto us. Please come either as a production volunteer or as a participant. Y ou're involvement
WILL make a difference.



DI RECTOR’ S PEN by Carol Holliday Lawson, Executive Director

Aswe look forward to 2009 with hope and anticipation, it is mixed with a sense of trepi-
dation, due, in part, to the unusua and somewhat scary economic times we find ourselvesin. |
have been asked many times over the past few months how thisis affecting adoption and so far
itisdifficult to know. We have certainly not seen adown turn in the number of adoption applications
and, in fact, have seen anincrease. That might be due to some of the changes in international adoptions or the
higher costs of international adoptions. At the same time, we have seen a dight decrease in the number of birth parents
coming to the agency for counseling, but I am not sure what the reasons for this might be. We are currently looking at
different ways of marketing to potential birth parents, and will monitor this closely over the next few months. So far
this year we have placed five children into new families.

Even in these difficult times, | am forever touched by people’ s goodness and generosity. Elsewherein this
newsdl etter you will find information about our upcoming fashion show and sale. Robbin Windhager who formerly
owned Snooty Wear Clothes has donated several thousand dollars of clothesto the agency for usto sell. The clothes
are super —fun and great quality —and all the proceeds will go to Adoption Options. Today, | met with Amy Urlacher
and Carrie Hille from Colorado Capital Bank in Castle Pines North, asthey are helping to provide credit card facilities
for the fashion show. They are amazing people and the bank has been so incredibly kind to Adoption Options over the
years. We would highly recommend them for your business or non-profit banking needs. They have volunteered at
several of our events and certainly go over and above what anyone would expect!

Hope to see you as many of you as possible at the Fashion Show and Sale and at the upcoming Golf Tourna-
ment on July 20"

Carol Holliday Lawson

FASHION SHOW AND SALE
Presented by
ADOPTION OPTIONS

Snooty Wear Designer Clothes for Children
At Off-the-Rack Prices.

Saturday, April 4, 2009
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Fashion Show Beginsat Noon

Montview Presbyterian Church
20th and Dahliain Park Hill, Denver

All proceeds will benefit Adoption Options
M ade possible through the Generosity of Robbin Windhager
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The Current Face of Birth Parents

Adrienne Elliott
When families come to the Agency to apply to be a new adoptive family, the questions always come up regarding “how
many children do you place of minority heritage” or “how many birth mothers did you work with that used drugs or al-
cohol while they were pregnant”? Well, after completing the statistics on those very questions, the answers were very
surprising (at least they were for me). In the end, what we found is that the birth mothers that we work with come from
avariety of different backgrounds and have various drug and alcohol histories. Aswe continue to work with more and
more diverse birth parents with substance abuse issues, the more thereis aneed for familiesto be informed of these sta-
tistics and trends with the hope that we can have more flexible families for these children. The following isthe infor-
mation that we found in looking back over 2008.

Adoptive Families placed in 2008 from the pool of waiting families: 33

17 of those children were of minority heritage
3 of the children were full African American
1 of the children was full Native American
13 children were Hispanic or Bi-racial Hispanic

Drug/Alcohol use
13 birth mothers reported some drug and/or acohol use during pregnancy
2 birth mothers' use was unknown (one died and one was not honest during counseling)

Of the 13 birthmothers, 9 reported drug use from cocaine, marijuana, and methamphetamine use
Of the 13 birthmothers,

8 reported al cohol use, from 1 beer to heavy drinking

5 of the 13 birthmothers used throughout their pregnancy alcohol and/or drugs

5 of the 13 birthmothers reported using both alcohol and drugs at some stage

6 of the babies were born with a positive drug toxicology screen

3 out of 6 for cocaine, 2 out of 6 for methamphetamine, 1 for marijuana

To summarize, one half of the babies that we placed with our waiting families were of a minority heritage and
1/3 of the birthmothers used some form of alcohol and/or drugs while pregnant. Although we do work with birth par-
ents of Caucasian heritage and there are birth parents that do not use drugs and alcohol, there are a growing number of
birth parents that place their babies with the above issues. These statistics are something to think about when you are
filling out those checklists and waiting in the pool. The prognosis for the mgority of these children is good, but you
might want to do some research yourself, speak to your pediatrician or speak to your caseworker.
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Excerpts from B

Be My Baby ﬁ

By Gail Kinn ﬁ
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